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Why is it recommended
for Public 

Administrations?

Apart from all other good and well-known reasons such as avoiding vendor
lock-in etc., because …:

Development methods and the legal framework of OSS (licences) fiDevelopment methods and the legal framework of OSS (licences) fit t 
well (better than anything else) to the requirements of crosswell (better than anything else) to the requirements of cross--border border 
collaboration and sharing that are put forward in the i2010 collaboration and sharing that are put forward in the i2010 
Initiative. Initiative. 

European administrations produce many customised applications toEuropean administrations produce many customised applications to
support their business processes.support their business processes.

These are similar and can be reused in localised versions.

Why should the tax payer pay twice (dozen times) for the same?

OSS is a key element in implementing interoperability and open OSS is a key element in implementing interoperability and open 
standardsstandards
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Use of OSS by public administrations

European Survey 2005 Our experience

• Roughly half (49%) of local government 
authorities report some intentional use of 
FLOSS. 

• Additional 29% used FLOSS without
being aware of it

• F/OSS (partial) use on servers dominates 
(40%) followed by partial use on desktops 
(16%). 20% experiment in pilot projects. 
Complete use is very rare

• Demand exists: 70% of FLOSS users and 
38% of non-users want to increase 
FLOSS use. 

• More than a fifth of those wanting to 
increase FLOSS use want a complete 
migration to FLOSS.

• 115 applications hosted by OSOR.eu

• 10 national repositories connected – 1818 
open source applications available for re-
use

• 95 000 application downloads from OSOR 
since 2008 October

• Approx. 25-30 000 unique visitors each
month

Open Source Software is now mainstream
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What is OSOR.eu

 The objectives are cooperation and sharing

 The instrument is a platform to actively support 
the sharing of 

• OSS-based eGovernment applications

• and experiences across Europe

 The strategy is to connect EU services and 
Member State administrations and animate a 
growing OSS community of public administrations
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Why OSOR.eu?

There are a myriad of code sharing platforms already…Why set up yet another 
platform?

OSOR is especially built for Public Administrationsbuilt for Public Administrations – only projects which were 
specially built for PAs around Europe are hosted

In contrast with national forges already active, OSOR provides a European level provides a European level 
visibilityvisibility for projects - not competing with national forges but supporting them. 
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OSOR.eu Main Services

 Information platform
- Website delivering news around OSS
- Providing guidance on legal, technical, organisational

issues around OSS and collaboration

 Registry and Repository
- Facilities for download/uploading and search/retrieval

of public sector software
- Providing visibility for and connect to 

other European collaboration platforms 
(-> building a network)

 Platform for collaboration
- Supporting collaborative cross-border projects (hosting communities)

 EUPL: European Union Public License
- Legal instrument for the EC and the EU public sector
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OSS projects at OSOR.eu

Our starred projects
 WollMux (City of Munich, DE): 18900 downloads

- OpenOffice.org plugin

 Sextante (University of Extremadura, ES): 20700 downloads
- A set of extensions for gvSIG with spatial data analysis 

capabilities

More than 110 registered projects (and 1800 federated) today – all
searchable in English
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OSS projects at OSOR.eu
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How Can I host a project on OSOR?

There are 4 ways of publishing your project in OSOR

Your project is hosted directly in OSOR

Your project can be hosted in a Federated Repository

You host your project physically , but put a project page on
OSOR.eu

Many projects?  Virtual Forge
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Hosted in OSOR

Your project is physically hosted in OSOR

You need to be a registered user 

You need to be compliant with the “10 Principles”

You need to Fill out the Project Form
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In brief (10 Principles) 

The platform is reserved for software and projects that are publicly 
financed

Software or documentation that will be uploaded on the OSOR.eu 
must be made available for free and under a recognised Open Source 
licence

Most 
impo
rtant:
…
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Introducing the EUPL

EUPL is an acronym  for “European Union Public Licence”

● The first European OSS licence. 
● Created on the initiative of the European Commission.
● The first OSS license with the same official value in most 
European languages.

v1.0 approved by the European Commission on January 9th

2007 in three linguistic versions.
By a second Decision, in 9th January 2008, the European 
Commission validated the v1.0 in 22 EU official languages.
By a third one validated v1.1 in 9th January 2009
OSI certifies v1.1 on  March 4th 2009.
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Why the EUPL?

Yet another OS license? Not really; EUPL satisfy:

• the specificity of Community and Member State's law 
regarding copyright principles

• the specificity of Community and Member State's law 
regarding warranty and liability issues

• the specificity of Community and Member State's law 
regarding applicable law and jurisdiction

• the requirement to obtain a text legally valid in all the official 
languages of the European Union.
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Why the EUPL?

Yet another OS license? Not really: EUPL is compatible!

 General Public licence (GPL) v. 2
 Open Software licence (OSL) v. 2.1, v. 3.0
 Common Public licence v. 1.0
 Eclipse Public licence v. 1.0
 Cecill v. 2.0

IDABC's aim is to offer a  license secure for public sector users and 
publishers and friendly for developers.
IDABC's is actively in touch with the FLOSS community.
Users are supported at the OSOR.eu EUPL community.
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What do you gain by using OSOR?

 Saving time and money by 
reusing eGov applications

 Get legal and practical guidelines 
on using OSS in your 
administrations

 Identification of communities in 
their specific domains and 
exchange of experiences

 Get OSS related content  - news, 
events, case studies – on one 
central site

 Gaining visibility for your project on a 
European level

 Can focus on your project instead of 
solving technical problems (hosting, 
maintenance, project webpage, 
forums, wikis to interact with your 
users)

 Can use OSOR services to develop in 
collaboration

Benefits for Benefits for 
usersusers

Benefits Benefits 
for for 

contributcontribut
ors ors 
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OSOR.eu Calling!!

• Do you own an OSS project in a public administration?
• Do you own an OSS project used at a public administration?
• Your software is closed but want to open it?

We want to hear from you!!
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Contact

contact@osor.eu

Szabolcs Székács
Project Officer of OSOR
Szabolcs.szekacs@ec.europa.eu
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Thank you!

Questions?


