N

what are the biggest problems in cybersecurity for SME's right now?

Here are some of the biggest cybersecurity problems facing small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
right now (2025) — plus notes on why they're issues and some pointers for mitigation. Since you're working

with SMEs (albeit in accessories / e-commerce) this should help frame your thinking.

1. Limited resources + lack of specialised expertise
e Many SMEs simply don’t have the budget or staff to build an in-house security team, monitor 24/7, or

stay on top of evolving threats. sare -2

¢ They may also lack awareness or cybersecurity literacy: what threats exist, how to detect, how to

respond. anv
e Because of that, SMEs often are easier targets for attackers (less "hardening”). ncxcroup

Why it matters: If your business is digitally active (webshop, payment integration, cloud infrastructure)
these limitations create gaps attackers can exploit.
Pointers: Prioritise core controls (patching, backups, strong passwords, multi-factor authentication), consider
outsourcing to a managed service for security monitoring, allocate budget for regular training / awareness

for your staff.

2. Phishing, social engineering & human error
¢ Phishing remains one of the top entry vectors for attackers targeting SMEs.  cyver tech Guar... -2
e Human error (clicking malicious link, weak password, mis-configured cloud share) remains a big

vulnerability. e -
Why it matters: Regardless of how good your technology is, if people are not trained or aware, attackers

will exploit that “weak link”.

Pointers: Run basic training with your team (even small team), phishing-simulations (if possible), enforce

MFA for all key systems, adopt principle of least privilege (so a single error doesn't lead to full compromise).

3. Ransomware & extortion-type attacks
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5. Supply-chain, third-party & vendor risks
* SMEs may not only be targets themselves, they also may be weaker links in the supply chain of larger
organisations. Attacks through third-party vendors or software dependencies are rising.  securityexceptio.. +1
Why it matters: Even if your systems are relatively secure, if you integrate with or depend on other

vendors/suppliers who are not, you may still get compromised via them.

Pointers: Evaluate your vendors: their security practices, what access they have to your systems/data. Limit

vendor permissions to “just enough”. Include security clauses in vendor contracts. Monitor vendor access.

6. Lack of incident-response preparedness & resilience
¢ Many SMEs do not have formal incident-response plans, lack testing of backup/restoration, or lack
continuity planning. e -
Why it matters: If you are breached, your ability to respond, recover, restore operations will determine

how much damage you suffer.

Pointers: Create a basic incident response plan (who does what when you detect a breach), perform tabletop
exercises even informally, ensure you know how you'll communicate (internally + externally), know which

backups you'll restore and how.

7. Evolving / sophisticated threats (Al-powered, targeted)
e Attackers are adopting more advanced tactics: Al-driven phishing, highly-targeted attacks, etc.
WardenShield 1
Why it matters: What used to be low-hanging fruit is evolving. If you assume “we're too small to be

noticed”, that's a dangerous mindset.

Pointers: Stay up to date with threat intelligence at least at a high level, ensure you have layers of defence

(not just one security control), consider adopting “detect and respond” mindset not just “prevent”.

8. Regulatory/compliance burdens & business risk awareness
e In many jurisdictions (especially EU) SMEs are increasingly subject to regulations (data protection,
breach reporting, etc). Also cybersecurity is a business risk (not just an IT issue) — leadership awareness
is still often lacking.  7reTimes -
Why it matters: If you treat cybersecurity only as “IT’s job”, you may miss bigger business-impact issues:
e.g. reputational damage, customer trust, supply-chain compliance, liability.
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Threat intelligence
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Al ADVISOR

@ Al Advisor Services Impacts + 4 more

Al Content Creator

This Al-assisted wizard provides a simplified interface for
generating structured cybersecurity content and initializing key
elements of risk analysis. It serves both as a quick-start tool for
creating context-aware baseline data tailored to your organization,
and as a guided walkthrough of the essential steps required to
complete a comprehensive risk assessment within the system.

acceptance. ling, yo
outlined in our Al Usage and Privacy Policy

Let’s begin.

Organisation website

www.google.com

© Risk analysis already in progress X
You have an ongoing risk analysis.

Continue will guide you through the steps again so you can review, adjust, and
continue where you left off

Start New will clear your current work in progress (including workshops} and begin
a fresh analysis

Back to dashboard Start New
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Al ADVISOR

@ Al Advisor Services Impacts + 4 more

Al Content Creator

This Al-assisted wizard provides a simplified interface for
generating structured cybersecurity content and initializing key
elements of risk analysis. It serves both as a quick-start tool for
creating context-aware baseline data tailored to your organization,
and as a guided walkthrough of the essential steps required to
complete a comprehensive risk assessment within the system.

non-

agree to the

outlined in our Al Usage and Privacy Policy

Let’s begin.

Organisation website

www.google.com

© Risk analysis already in progress X
You have an ongoing risk analysis.

Continue will guide you through the steps again so you can review, adjust, and
continue where you left off

Start New will clear your current work in progress (including workshops} and begin

a fresh analysis

Back to dashboard Start New
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@ Al Content Creator Core Business Services Assets

Al Content Creator

This Al-assisted wizard provides a simplified interface for
generating structured cybersecurity content and initializing key
elements of risk analysis. It serves both as a quick-start tool for
creating context-aware baseline data tailored to your organization,
and as a guided walkthrough of the essential steps required to
complete a comprehensive risk assessment within the system.

By continuing, you acknowledge that this wizard uses Al-generated
suggestions to support your cybersecurity risk analysis. The output is non-
binding and should be reviewed before acceptance. By proceeding, you
agree to the terms and conditions outlined in our Al Usage and Privacy Policy.

Let’s begin. Just fill in the required information to
get started.

Organisation website

www.google.com

Back to dashboard
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what are the biggest problems in cybersecurity for SME's right now?

Here are some of the biggest cybersecurity problems facing small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
right now (2025) — plus notes on why they're issues and some pointers for mitigation. Since you're working

with SMEs (albeit in accessories / e-commerce) this should help frame your thinking.

1. Limited resources + lack of specialised expertise
e Many SMEs simply don’t have the budget or staff to build an in-house security team, monitor 24/7, or
stay on top of evolving threats. scre -2
¢ They may also lack awareness or cybersecurity literacy: what threats exist, how to detect, how to
respond. anv
e Because of that, SMEs often are easier targets for attackers (less “hardening”). ncxcroup
Why it matters: If your business is digitally active (webshop, payment integration, cloud infrastructure)

these limitations create gaps attackers can exploit.

Pointers: Prioritise core controls (patching, backups, strong passwords, multi-factor authentication), consider
outsourcing to a managed service for security monitoring, allocate budget for regular training / awareness

for your staff.

2. Phishing, social engineering & human error
¢ Phishing remains one of the top entry vectors for attackers targeting SMEs.  cyver tech Guar... -2
e Human error (clicking malicious link, weak password, mis-configured cloud share) remains a big
vulnerability. e -
Why it matters: Regardless of how good your technology is, if people are not trained or aware, attackers

will exploit that “weak link”.

Pointers: Run basic training with your team (even small team), phishing-simulations (if possible), enforce

MFA for all key systems, adopt principle of least privilege (so a single error doesn't lead to full compromise).

3. Ransomware & extortion-type attacks

5. Supply-chain, third-party & vendor risks
* SMEs may not only be targets themselves, they also may be weaker links in the supply chain of larger
organisations. Attacks through third-party vendors or software dependencies are rising.  securityexceptio.. +1
Why it matters: Even if your systems are relatively secure, if you integrate with or depend on other

vendors/suppliers who are not, you may still get compromised via them.

Pointers: Evaluate your vendors: their security practices, what access they have to your systems/data. Limit

vendor permissions to “just enough”. Include security clauses in vendor contracts. Monitor vendor access.

6. Lack of incident-response preparedness & resilience
¢ Many SMEs do not have formal incident-response plans, lack testing of backup/restoration, or lack g
continuity planning. e -
Why it matters: If you are breached, your ability to respond, recover, restore operations will determine

how much damage you suffer.

Pointers: Create a basic incident response plan (who does what when you detect a breach), perform tabletop
exercises even informally, ensure you know how you'll communicate (internally + externally), know which

backups you'll restore and how.

7. Evolving / sophisticated threats (Al-powered, targeted)
e Attackers are adopting more advanced tactics: Al-driven phishing, highly-targeted attacks, etc.
WardenShield +1
Why it matters: What used to be low-hanging fruit is evolving. If you assume “we're too small to be

noticed”, that's a dangerous mindset.

Pointers: Stay up to date with threat intelligence at least at a high level, ensure you have layers of defence

(not just one security control), consider adopting “detect and respond” mindset not just “prevent”.

8. Regulatory/compliance burdens & business risk awareness
¢ In many jurisdictions (especially EU) SMEs are increasingly subject to regulations (data protection,
breach reporting, etc). Also cybersecurity is a business risk (not just an IT issue) — leadership awareness
is still often lacking. ~ TheTimes -1
Why it matters: If you treat cybersecurity only as “IT's job”, you may miss bigger business-impact issues:

e.g., reputational damage, customer trust, supply-chain compliance, liability.

Pointers: Elevate cybersecurity to board/leadership level (even if small business) — ensure someone is
accountable; consider including it in your risk-register; keep abreast of regulatory obligations (breach

notification, minimum security controls, etc).
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