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Background
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Digital Single Market

Interoperability and standards

Trust and security

Very fast Internet

Research and innovation

Enhancing e-skills

ICT for social challenges

“Every European Digital”
Neelie Kroes
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From policy to action
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A new generation of open, flexible
and seamless eGovernment services
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Working together
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Interactions > Interoperability



Interoperability & Transparency

Interoperability: 

The shared value of a community



European Interoperability Strategy

Accompanying measures

Inter-
operability
Awareness

Trusted information exchange
• Semantic interoperability
• Information availability and usage
• Trust and privacy
• Catalogue of services

Interoperability architecture
• Interoperability architecture
• Expertise support and methodologies

ICT implications of new legislation
• National and cross-border sector-

specific legislation sustainability

Sharing 
best 

practices 
Using

Collaboration
platforms
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EIF: 12 Underlying principles

Need for community action
– Subsidiarity and Proportionality 

User needs and expectations
– User Centricity, Inclusion and Accessibility, Security 

and Privacy, Multilingualism, Administrative 
Simplification, Transparency, Preservation of 
Information

Collaboration
– Openness, Reusability, Technological Neutrality and 

Adaptability, Effectiveness and Efficiency 
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2011
•Guidance on 
standards for 
eProc

2013
•MS to apply 
EIF, Malmö & 
Granada 
commitments

2010
•new rules for ICT 

standards

•EIF

EIF ICT
std

stds
eProc

MS to 
apply

Interoperability
and standards
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Open Government
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Open Government

My administration is committed to 
creating an unprecedented level of 
openness in Government. We will work 
together to ensure the public trust and 
establish a system of transparency, 
public participation and collaboration. 
Openness will strengthen our democracy 
and promote efficiency and effectiveness 
in Government.

- President Obama, 21/1/09
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Open Data

• Complete
• Primary
• Timely
• Accessible
• Non-Proprietary
• Reusable, Machine readable
• Non-Discriminatory against Persons/Groups and Fields of 

Endeavour
• License-free
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Open Data Portals
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Open Data Portals: Structure

Data Catalog

Networking/Communities

Feedback

Applications Mashups
Linked Data

Innovation/Ideas

Documentation

Tools

Querying/

Reporting Datasets
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Open Data Portals in Europe

RED ... local or regional governmental authorities
GREEN ... local or regional private initiatives
YELLOW ... nationwide governmental authorities
BLUE ... nationwide private initiatives
PURPLE ... transnational catalogue
Source: http://bit.ly/open-data-map
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EC. Promotion actions

• CIP: European Public Sector Information Platform, to raise 
awareness and exchange good practices. More planned 
activities under CIP are foreseen

• LOD2-FP7 project to increase public access to high-value, 
machine-readable data sets generated by the European, 
national/regional/local public administrations

• The Linked Open Data Around the Clock (LATC) FP7 Support 
Action supports interesting partners to publish and consume 
Linked Data 

• Digital Agenda Stakeholders’ Day: “Priority #3: Beyond raw 
data: public sector information, done well”. A discussion on 
what is next to Open Data

• Provide Semantic Interoperability Center Europe (SEMIC) as a 
possible registry for vocabulary, metadata schemas and EU 
URI management (semantic assets)
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Open Data > Linked Data

• Accessibility +++
• Discoverability +
• Cross-referencing -
• Handling +++ 
• Costs +++

• Over 300K (!!) 
datasets in 
data.gov

From Open … to Linked Data
 make your stuff available on the 

web (whatever format)
 make it available as structured 

data (e.g. excel instead of image scan 
of a table)

 non-proprietary format (e.g. csv
instead of excel)

 use URLs to identify things, so that 
people can point at your stuff

 link your data to other 
people’s data to provide context
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The Commission as a data provider



Open Data @ EC

• What are the objectives?
– Running a small scale pilot implementation, to gather experiences, 

identify directions and receive feedback on how Open 
Governmental Data technologies and tools can be used within the 
Commission context

• What are the benefits?
– Political action to promote transparency. Easy access to European 

public sector data and information 
– New business opportunities for value-added services and data 

mash-ups in a single EU Public Sector Information Marketplace

http://ec.europa.eu/isa/actions/01-trusted-information-exchange/1-15action_en.htm



2.1 PoC 1 – Demo: Home Page



2.4 PoC 1 - Demo: Apps





Open Data (European) Strategy

• Adapting the framework in favour of data re-use, 
including legal, soft law and policy measures,

• Mobilising financing instruments by prioritising open data 
in R&D&I and infrastructure programmes,

• Facilitating coordination and experience sharing across 
the Member States.



28

PSI Directive revision

• Legal basis underpinning the process (approved in 2003!)

• Planned revision of the PSI Directive in 2012
– Scope? Cultural, scientific, 

broadcasting sectors?
– Non-compulsory re-use regime?
– Charging principles?

• Recent development  Revision process launched
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PSI Revision: Open Consultation

New Directive under discussion



Your voice



“Every citizen shall have the right to 
participate in the democratic life of 
the Union. Decisions shall be taken as 

openly and as closely as possible to the 
citizen.” (art. 10)



Not less than one million citizens who 
are nationals of a significant number of 
Member States may take the initiative 
of inviting the European Commission 

[…] to submit any appropriate proposal 
on matters where citizens consider that 
a legal act of the Union is required for 

the purpose of implementing the 
Treaties.” (art. 11)



European Citizen’s Initiative
Implement regulation 211/2011, the EC has launched the 

“ECI” and “OCT ” Projects

ECIOCT

• Inform the general public 
on the European Citizens’
Initiative

• An online medium for the 
EU citizen committees to 
propose, manage and 
follow up their 
initiatives…

• Tool to process and 

• Open source web tool to 
be used by Initiative 
organisers to collect 
online supports for their 
initiatives.



How to get there



How to get there
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Financial Transparency System



European Transparency
Initiative

• Transparency initiative first discussed in the Commission 
in 2005

• Green Paper on European Transparency Initiative (ETI) 
presented in 2006:
– Mandatory disclosure of information about the beneficiaries 

of EU funds under shared management
• Preparations for Financial Transparency System started in 

2006



FTS Search – Example 

SEARCH

CRITERIA

http://ec.europa.eu/beneficiaries/fts/index_en.htm



FTS Search- Results
SEARCH

CRITERIA
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Thank you


